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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT  
 BRAEMAR CLOSE, HIGHLEIGH, THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Trustees: Richard Hall (RH), Norman Robson (NR), Alison Merrett (AM), Hannah Baggot (HB). 
and Amanda Weller. Also, present Corina Hall (CH).  
 
1. Welcomes: In David Blackford’s absence, Norman Robson took the chair and welcomed all present. 
 
2. Apologies David Blackford (DB) and Martin Mellodey   

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 17th October were approved by RH Seconded by AW 

4. Matters arising. In the chairman’s report last month Diana Pound had suggested a supper evening, but 
there is no further news on this and the issue was left in abeyance. Under Item  13  Parish Councillor 
Martin Mellodey has approached DEFRA to enquire whether a variation on the current covenant which 
precludes sale of any part of the land might be considered. This was declined. Under AOB last month visits 
to Boxgrove and Westhampnet Village Halls had been suggested but NR said that visiting Westhampnet 
was impractical at this time and if Trustees wished to visit Boxgrove he suggested that they make their own 
arrangements. (He confirmed that neither locations had changing facilities nor pre school facilities). No 
other matters arising not covered by the agenda.  
 
5. Chairman’s Report: DB had circulated the following report to Vice Chairman/Treasurer Norman Robson 
and Secretary Richard Hall. This was read out and is as follows:  
 
“Firstly I must apologise for unavoidably being able to attend this meeting at the last minute. 

During the last month, I have written to the Chair of the PC regarding the role of the SCA in relation to a 
new Village Hall. 

MM (on holiday) asked NR to respond on behalf off the PC stating their view. The gist of Norman’s letter 
was that the PC are in the “driving seat” of any project, since they own the Memorial Ground on behalf of 
the village, and quite rightly decide on what (if anything) is built on the land. It is agreed  that SCA will play 
an essential part in the funding, design and management (with others) of a new hall. I am satisfied that that 
this a fair response. 

Regarding Carols evening on 12th December I have a note to liaise with James Blake-Lobb regarding 
programme. I have taken comments on board from others and agree that there should be no planned SCA 
“Seniors” carols” at a later date. I am hopeful we can improve the layout of the Anchor function room and 
hope this can be discussed at this meeting under the agenda item. I believe more chairs are essential even 
if need to borrow from Church hall. Possibly fewer tables? 

For our proposed Burns Night on 25th January I have been in touch with Chichester Players.  

(Here I must declare an interest, since my wife is Secretary of this organisation.) 

They would be prepared to put on a Murder Mystery entitled “Who killed the haggis?”. There would be 5 
actors and they would organize the entire production. They would require a £50 donation to their funds (i.e.  
c £1 pp). We would also need to feed the 5 (or so) actors. For this event we need smallish tables of 6.  A 
piper (if available) would be v expensive on Burns Night. I am happy to “pipe in” the haggis playing Scottish 
music on accordion. The haggis once impaled can be circulated around guests as a token starter. I request 
the committee to give me “delegated responsibility” to act on their behalf in discussing catering specifics 
with the catering team.  We also need a Scot (with accent) to address the Haggis as is customary. 



As this is our last meeting before Christmas I would like to take this opportunity of thanking all the Trustees  
and Minutes Secretary for their hard work and enthusiasm over the year and to wish them and their families 
a very happy and blessed Christmas.” The SCA trustees affirmed authority for the chairman to proceed with 
the engagement of the Chichester Players as outlined above.  

NR had discussed with MM the comments made in last month Chairman’s report with regard to the 
management of a new hall, and he had replied formally to DB to the effect that because the land is owned 
by the Parish Council they would take a primary role, but the SCA would play an important part in funding 
the new hall and they would play a part in the management.  This would be a joint venture between the PC, 
the SCA and other users of the facility.  

6. Secretary’s Report: RH had circulated to Trustees all relevant fund raising documentation he had 
received.  Amanda Weller had shown interest in attending VAAC training for Trustees with a fellow Trustee.  
RH will investigate the date of the next training session and pass this on to them.  NR said that he had 
attended a number of meetings regarding the building of a Village Hall and he had found this to be of 
interest.  RH & CH had both attended Village Hall Seminars Trustee/CIO training sessions and he had 
some literature on a recent event he had attended which he would circulate to AW/AM. 
 
7. Treasurer’s Report: NR had received £72 from the recent Bingo Evening, which was very popular with 
the younger people in the village.  The bank balance stood at £8,345. He had visited HSBC to update the 
SCA Bank Account details regarding new cheque signatories but this had proved difficult because HSBC 
are not encouraging non-commercial accounts at time.  The trustees present unanimously reaffirmed that 
following the election of new CIO Trustees at the AGM in September the new signatories should be: 
 
SCA Chairman David Blackford 
SCA Treasurer and Vice Chairman Norman Robson, 
SCA Secretary Richard Hall 
With any two of those three elected able to sign on behalf of the charity. 
 
The proposed new defibrillator to be sited adjacent to Sidlesham Primary School in the centre of the village 
has been funded with a grant of £1,000 from Ferry Farms, £224.50 from Sidlesham Community Association 
and £224.50 from Sidlesham Parish Council.  NR to pass a cheque for £1,449 to Alison Merrett who will 
now facilitate the purchase and installation of this equipment.  
 
8. Christmas Carols at the Anchor 12 December  
RH has confirm the booking with the Anchor and Lizzie Baily and AM have organised posters, newsletters 
Sidlesham Nextdoor etc in the village regarding this event. The local school choir will be singing four songs 
(5.45 for 6.0 start). This event will be organised by HB and AM who will liaise with the primary school, choir, 
and James on the guitar.  It is anticipated that some 40 children might attend.    Another possible event 
specifically for the elderly on 16th December is not now required.  RH to check that the booking at The 
Anchor has been cancelled...  Accordion to be played.  HB to organise mince pies.   A raffle was agreed 
with DB donating a bottle of champagne and NR donating a bottle of wine and chocolates.  NR and Louisa 
will organise the raffle. HB and AM to decorate the barn. RH has some tea lights which HB can use.  The 
Trustees unanimously agreed that any money raised at this event would be donated equally between the 
Syrian Refuge who provide the carol sheets and Chestnut Tree House (a local children’s charity). 
 
9. Bingo  
There will be no Bingo session in December.  The next event will be Friday 17th January at The Anchor. RH 
to book with The Anchor and liaise with Lizzie Baily regarding a poster. 
 
10. Memorial Playing Field Update (NR) 
The new agreement up to January 2021 to enable the Football Club to continue with access on Tuesday 
evening, Saturday and Sunday has not yet been signed and returned to the PC at this time.  There was an 



article in The Chichester Observer dated 14th November saying that the Chichester Ladies Football Team 
were moving to Selsey and thus the proposed involvement at Sidlesham Memorial Field would not take 
place..  .  
 
11.  Funding for Community Hall and Timescale (NR) 
Following the meeting between the Chairman of the PC, Martin Mellodey, and NR with Sarah Owen of The 
Big Lottery Fund (BLF) on 16th October 2019 Norman had investigated possible alternative shared venues 
for a new hall.  He had a meeting with the Church Wardens regarding the Church Hall and they confirm that 
their existing lease with the church commissioners should be renewed in 2021 None of the alternatives 
investigated had a sports field facility.  NR to continue to investigate questions raised by the BLF and 
amend a business plan. 
 
12. Recruitment of additional Trustees 
It was unanimously agreed that we would need more Trustees as our project progressed, but not at this 
time. 
 
13. Webmaster –AM requested that we open an ECO page on our website and the Trustees unanimously 
agreed. Pictures on fund raising events have been included together with minutes.  
 
14. The Murder Mystery Evening – 25th January 2020. 
(See Chairman’s notes regarding  entertainment which he is organising) 
CH to organise a catering team and costings of meal.  Suggested aim for tickets £15 (to be confirmed) 
Tickets to be organised by RH. 
NR to investigate possible Scottish posters from The Scottish Tourist Board in London. 
Publicity – Lizzie and AM to liaise regarding poster and Sidlesham Nextdoor. 
Raffle with 3 prizes.  AM to talk to The Piggeries, AW to talk to Billy on the Beach.  
Raffle on the night – Norman and Louisa to organise. 
 
17. AOB: NR thought the suggested talk by the architect of Liss Village Hall was premature, but if any 
Trustees wished to visit Liss Village Hall themselves, that would be a good idea. 
 
18. DONM: Thursday 16th January, at Thorverton, at 7.30. 


