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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT  
 BRAEMAR CLOSE, HIGHLEIGH, THURSDAY 5th SEPTEMBER 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Trustees: David Blackford (DB), Richard Hall (RH), Norman Robson (NR), Alison Merrett (AM), 
and David Campbell-James (DC-J).  Also, present Martin Mellodey (MM) and Corina Hall (CH).  

 
1. Welcomes: DB welcomed all present and thanked Norman and Louise for hosting the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies Jane Scotland   
 
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 25th July were approved.  Approved NR Seconded by RH 
 
4. Matters arising. No matters arising not covered by the agenda.  
 
5. Chairman’s Report: There is nothing new to report at this time. 
 
6. Secretary’s Report: RH confirmed he had applied for the TEN( Temporary events notice) for the 
Trafalgar Evening.   
 
7. Treasurer’s Report: DC-J reported a balance of £8,216.  The books have been audited and approved 
by Mike Fowler.  
 
8. Trafalgar Evening – 12 October   
CH updated on a meeting she had with a group of ladies organising the food for the event. They were 
concerned at the number of tables suggested in the hall and thought 65 might be a more appropriate 
number. We will need help with the serving of food.  A general menu is being prepared and priced and she 
will keep DB informed of progress.  Ticket sheets were circulated by RH/CH with tickets to sell.  It is 
suggested that trustees fill in the sheets as they sell tickets, collect money and note any dietary 
requirements and return a copy of the ticket sheet to RH/CH so that the ladies can prepare any special 
dietary requirements. DB confirmed that he will be feeding the entertainers (9 + pianist)  following their 
rehearsals before the event.  DC-J and NR agreed to sell raffle tickets at the beginning of the evening. A 
cash bucket raffle was agreed with a couple of bottles donated by trustees. DC-J to talk to Billie on the 
Beach.  NR and DC-J have flags to decorate the hall and the tables and bar will be set up at 2.30. Beer left 
over from Julius Caesar will be on sale together with wine and soft drinks purchased by the ladies.  We 
have some napkins left over from the Italian Evening but more will be purchased by the ladies. Ann Wade 
has kindly agreed to organise flower decorations and we will purchase some small flags to put in each 
vase. Salt, pepper and mustard will be organised.  DB asked if the ladies required his big commercial 
cooker – this will be discussed at the ladies next meeting.  DB asked if we should sing Rule Britannia at the 
end of the evening and this was considered very appropriate. The entertainment will be between the main 
course and the desert. NR offered another large hot pot and the services of his wife Louisa with the 
cooking. Dressing up in a nautical fashion is encouraged but optional. 
 
9, Christmas Events  
After discussion it was agreed RH would confirm two possible separate dates for carol singing. 16th and 18th 
December. Accordion to be played on both occasions.  AM to liaise with James and his guitar, and the 
school regarding the children singing carols and report back to committee.  It would be good to know the 
numbers coming from the school. 50/50 playing of guitar and accordion.  
 
10 Bingo Friday September 20th 



Posters and advertising in hand and this will be put in Sidlesham Nextdoor. DB suggested the mini-bus 
bringing elderly residents in and RH to discuss with Chris Wade. Poster to be placed in the bus with details.  
Advertising in church hall, bus stops and church porch.   
 
11. Memorial Playing Field Update (MM) 
MM and Riach Rider from the PC had a meeting with the Sidlesham Football Club and afterwards had 
received a letter from the Football Club’s solicitors, to which the PC solicitors had replied.  A further update 
is expected.  
  
12.  Funding for Community Hall and Timescale (DB,NR) 
The funding is on hold at this time until a more definitive plan is completed.  
 
13. Recruitment of additional Trustees 
Following a notice in Nextdoor Sidlesham an application has been received from Amanda Weller in 
Highleigh and DB and NR are visiting her on Monday afternoon.  
 
14. Webmaster –If Jane Scotland is unable to continue as our webmaster, AM said that she would be 
willing to take this on and will liaise with JS to discuss and possibly train.   
 
15. Marketing & Publicity – nothing further to report at this time. 
 
16. AGM Thursday 12 September at the Anchor 
DB can mention in the Chairman’s report that the Football Club have been given notice.  NR prepared to 
answer questions from the floor. Other hall photographs from NR’s phone could be shown on a screen 
together with some of the Julius Caesar Event, the Italian Evening and the Bingo evenings to demonstrate 
that we are working in the community.  RH to prepare the necessary voting papers to be used at the end of 
the AGM evening.  
 
17. AOB:  
DB asked the committee if they thought that photos of the Julius Caesar event might be shown at the 
Church Harvest Supper Evening. It was unanimously agreed that Diana could liaise with the church 
wardens with our blessing but not with our actual involvement. DC-J asked if photos depicting children 
should be shown publically or did we need parents permission. It was agreed that this was something that 
Diana Pound would need to look into in organising this with the churchwardens.   
 
Defibrillator at the Primary School:  AM had applied to the Ferry farm for grant for the purchase of a 
defibrillator to be positioned outside the school available to all.  A reply has not yet be received. It was 
agreed that if a grant was insufficient for the purchase of a defibrillator possibly the SCA and the PC could 
make up the shortfall.  
 
Hatchers fencing on Free Common Land.  
MM is to liaise with Jane Reeve of the Manhood Wildlife Group to ask if she would attend a meeting with 
local personnel on the 18th September at 3.30pm to demonstrate the community’s disapproval at the 
fencing off of common land and the inappropriate work on the pool there.  The SCA as a community 
minded body agreed to support this. Colin Field is organising this.  
    
18. DONM: Thursday 17th October at Sheepwash, Ham Lane, at 7.30. 


