
 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT  
 THORVERTON, SELSEY ROAD, THURSDAY 25TH JULY 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Trustees: David Blackford (DB), Richard Hall (RH), Norman Robson (NR), Alison Merrett (AM), 
Hannah Baggot (HB) and Jane Scotland (JS).  Also, present Martin Mellodey (MM) and Corina Hall (CH).  

 
1. Welcomes: DB welcomed all present. 
 
2. Apologies David Campbell-James 
   
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 30 May 2019 were approved.  Approved DB Seconded by RH 
 
4. Matters arising. No matters arising not covered by the agenda.  
 
5. Chairman’s Report: DB said that since last meeting on 30th May we have had the Julius Caesar event 
and some Bingo events.  Both of these will be covered as agenda items.  These social events in 
themselves make only a modest contribution towards funds needed for a new hall.  However, this is not the 
point.  They demonstrate to financial backers, potential partners, charities and villagers that we have a 
vibrant Community that has an overwhelming need and desire for a modern Community Hall. 
 
Following on from our last meeting, SCA was delighted to note the progress of the Parish Council in finally 
taking the appropriate action to regularise the relationship between the PC and Sidlesham FC. 
 
With ambiguity and obstacles now largely cleared it is hoped that speedy progress can be made in 
progressing the new hall project.  Without wishing to pre-empt reports from Norman and Martin, it would be 
of great benefit to have an outline plan and artist’s impression to present to villagers in time for the AGM on 
12th September.  Also, it would be very helpful if we can report at the AGM that the original business plan, 
which quite correctly identified financial challenges, has been revised in the light of the PC now being in 
control of the Recreation Field.  Many villagers have been frustrated over the years at the apparently slow 
rate of progress in obtaining a Community hall.  It would be reassuring now for the village to learn that a 
new hall is a financially viable proposition and has the support of the PC.  
 
6. Secretary’s Report: RH had circulated VAAC literature received regarding fund raising,  
 
7. Treasurer’s Report: DC-J reported a balance of £8,224. 
 
8. Past Events - Julius Caesar  
On 8th June, SCA were delighted to be working with Diana Pound in putting on a very special production of 
Julius Caesar.  It took place in a magical woodland setting, mini amphi-theatre in the school grounds.  
Although the weather could have been a bit kinder, we had a very good audience turn out for the play, 
followed by a delicious bbq afterwards. 
Diana had put in a massive amount of work in adapting the latter part of Shakespeare’s work for 
Community use.  The lead roles were taken mostly by adults, many of whom had put in a substantial 
number of hours learning parts and attending rehearsals.  However, a major part of Diana’s vision was to 
involve children from our school in playing various rales, especially in the crowd scenes. They too attended 
several rehearsals, and the school could not have been more helpful in facilitating this.  For most if not all 
the children, this would have been their first encounter with Shakespearian drama.  
 



Given that some adults can struggle with the Bard’s words, it is a great credit to Diana, the children, the 
school and parents that the youngsters seemed to know exactly what was happening and threw 
themselves into the production with great enthusiasm.  It would be dangerous to single out individuals for 
thanks, but we must express our gratitude to all actors (young and not so young), backstage and 
production assistants, volunteers who produced the food and ran the bar, local suppliers who donated food, 
the school, parents, members of SCA. 
 
There are special thanks due to Diana for having the tenacity and vision to create this event and drum up 
enthusiasm for it.  Moreover, she undertook to purchase the food and drink, and was very successful in 
obtaining free food from local suppliers Bookers and Southern Co-op, who were most generous. 
 
Total income for the event was £836.47, which yielded a net surplus of £503.,45.  77 persons (adults and 
children) were clicked in at the gate. 
 
Diana is now organising a film show curtesy of Richard Clarke-Adams.  CH suggested this might be 
included in a Bingo Evening on 20th September as a number of the young children involved would be 
present.  DB to contact Diana.  
  
9.Trafalgar Night – 12 October   
DB was pleased to report that the musicians who attended the Italian night were thrilled at being asked to 
perform some light opera from HM Pinafore and we would only need to pay the pianist £40 to attend.   
8 soloists and he would narrate.  The evening would be very much on the style of the Italian Evening and 
DB thought we could accommodate 70 people in the church hall (NR to check tables in the hall on Saturday 
after the Fete).  It was agreed two courses; steak and mushroom pie for main together with a desert for 
£17.50 a head.  Wine would be on sale and we would require a temporary event licence (RH).  Dudley has 
agreed to give an appropriate toast to Nelson’s memory. NR reiterated the need to collect money and DB 
asked CH if she would coordinate numbered ticket sales which she agreed to do.  RH will liaise with Lizzie 
regarding a suitable poster and he will produce numbered tickets. It was suggested that decorations for the 
hall be in red, white and blue; NR to produce various items of maritime memorabilia for decoration.  DB to 
perform sea shanties at various opportunities.  
 
10, Christmas Events  
16th December Family Carol Singing.  
18th December Carol Singing with Accordion.  
Following on from the discussions at the last meeting DB said that some more elderly villagers he had 
spoken to preferred the carol singing in the past without so many children taking part and this had led to a 
proposal that we organise two separate events to cover for various age groups. AM and HB both said that 
December was a particularly busy month and they would not want to be involved in two separate events.  
JS said that she did not like the idea of segregation. NR said that the church were finding it difficult to 
produce sufficient singers to cover their carol services around the village. DB said that there would be less 
organisation required in having a more senior event as in the past and he would be happy to play his 
accordion for them; he feels these people would feel disenfranchised if something is not done with them in 
mind.  The SCA unanimously agreed that the family event would be the one that the SCA would put its 
efforts into with perhaps a guitar from the school and the school choir and perhaps Diana might like to think 
about a children’s poem recital. DB would have a low-key carol singing for the more elderly residents.  
 
11. Memorial Playing Field Update (MM) 
NR, MM and Riach from the PC are meeting with the Sidlesham Football Club tomorrow evening.  The PC 
solicitor has confirmed that the letter of termination of the old agreement was correctly done and will/can be 
enforced.  Following this meeting MM will report back to the PC before updating the SCA.  NR read out an 
article printed in The Observer written by the Football Club.   
 
  



12.  Funding for Community Hall and Timescale (DB,NR) 
No more prevaricating, MM agreed that the PC needed to take a firm stance regarding the Memorial 
Playing Field and the Football Club and set out a new agreement.   
 
13. Recruitment of additional Trustees 
Several names were mooted and existing Trustees will make suitable enquiries.  
David Campbell-James and Jane Scotland are standing down in September (we need a replacement to 
take on the role of Treasurer and Webmaster, although NR has kindly agreed to temporarily act as 
Treasurer).  
 
14. Webmaster – nothing to report at this time.  
 
15. Marketing & Publicity 
20th September – Bingo Evening.  The Anchor are putting our Bingo evenings on their Facebook.  
Need to publicise the AGM and the Trafalgar Evening, (RH) 
 
16. AGM Thursday 12 September at the Anchor 
RH produced a copy of the poster we had last year designed by Lizzie; this could be suitably amended for 
this year. (RH to liaise with Lizzie regarding this year’s poster) There was discussion on a suitable speaker, 
and NR was asked if the architect of the Liss Hall (who had been involved in a number of village halls) 
could speak, and produce various photos to give a flavour of how a suitable building might look.  Perhaps 
‘How we built our village hall’.  MM pointed out that Sidlesham PC would have to comply with the terms of 
the Covenant and would therefore be on a different basis.   
  
17. AOB:  
Defibrillator at the Primary School:  AM had approached the PC regarding the purchase of a defibrillator 
to be positioned outside the school available to all.  We already have a defibrillator in the church porch the 
other end of the village, but in an emergency this would be too far.  The PC whilst endorsing the idea, has 
suggested that SCA apply for a grant through Ferry Farms for £2,000 which would cover the cost and 
installation.  If the SCA apply for a grant they would be unable to apply for another grant within twelve 
months.  With the approval of the school and the PC, the SCA unanimously approved AM completing this 
grant application.  RH confirmed that AM needs to ensure the SCA CIO status is noted on the application 
form together with the date thereof 26.11.16 and the names of the SCA Trustees. Details of income and 
expenditure also needs to be recorded, this can be taken from the records.   
 
Making Sidlesham an Eco Friendly Village. HB is anxious to promote various eco friendly ideas within 
the village: Milk deliveries, reducing plastic, collecting bottle tops and crisp bags etc., etc., JS confirmed 
that she had personally spoken with a WSCC (Kate O’Kelly) who has visited the recycling facility at Ford. 
which is well used; but we could do more. HB is to produce a report on various ideas she has and bring to 
the next meeting and maybe she can organise a sub-group to work on this. MM said that the PC had 
engaged a new councillor from the ‘Green Party’ who he had no doubt would be happy to be involved in 
this project.   We could investigate what other communities are doing and engage the help of the West 
Sussex Environmental Officer (JS to investigate). 
    
18. DONM: Thursday 5th September at 9 Bremere Close 7.30.  
   


