
 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT  
THORVERTON, FRIDAY, 1ST MARCH 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Trustees: David Blackford (DB), Richard Hall (RH), Norman Robson (NR), Jane Scotland (JS),   
Alison Merrett (AM) and David Campbell-James (DC-J) Also present Corina Hall (CH).  

 
1. Welcomes: DB welcomed all present and thanked Richard and Corina for hosting the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies Hannah Baggot and Martin Mellodey.  
   
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 24th January 2019 were approved.  Proposed JS, seconded NR. 
 
4. Matters arising. Item no 8 – a question was raised as to whether the SCA should make a modest 
charge to adults next year at the Christmas Carol Service at the Anchor; it was agreed we should have an 
SCA collecting bucket as in previous years.  
 
5. Chairman’s Report: Since our last meeting in January, most of our focus has been on the Italian 
evening planned for 9th March.  Ticket sales have exceeded expectations and we must consider whether 
future similar events should attract a higher ticket price. 
Many thanks to all the committee and Lizzie Baily who have worked so hard on producing tickets, publicity, 
décor etc.  The musical entertainment is all agreed, and we will discuss more under the Agenda item. 
There have been a number of emails between David C-J, Diana Pound and myself surrounding the 
marquee and equipment provision for the Caesar event on 8th June.  It has been unclear as to the level of 
free support we would be getting and we need to ensure that SCA are not exposed to any undue financial 
risk. David C-J and I are working on ensuring we have watertight letters of offer in place from suppliers and 
will ensure we know precisely the level of potential liability. 
I attended a recent PC meeting on 20th February.  Unfortunately, Martin was not present.  I was struck by 
the apparent feelings of indifference and even opposition to a Community Hall that appeared to be felt by 
certain councillors. 
A long serving and experienced councillor (Adrian Harland) expressed his long felt and often repeated view 
that the hall was not viable quoting the business plan (initial draft) that was produced many months ago.  I 
am aware that Norman has been reluctant to spend time on updating it until we know the situation with the 
FC.  However, I feel that this original BP is extremely cautious or even pessimistic.  No doubt with the facts 
on hand at the time this was the correct view.  I think we can now afford to be more optimistic in our income 
projections.  We certainly know more now than when the original BP was produced.  For example, I believe 
we can assume that there will definitely be one or more Football Clubs using the facilities at a commercial 
rate. (it is irrelevant whether one of these is SFC). 
With a properly managed venue, we should be able to optimise the premises for lucrative lettings, 
especially summer Saturdays. I would therefore argue the case that we now have sufficient information to 
update that initial draft business plan.  
 
6. Secretary’s Report: RH had circulated literature received from VAC and AIRs.  He had written as 
requested by the committee to the Sidlesham Football Club regarding use of the toilets on the 8th June for 
the BBQ & Julius Caesar event, but had received no reply. 
  
7. Treasurer’s Report: DC-J had received £84 from the recent Bingo Evening at the Anchor. The balance 
now stands at £7,054. 
 
 



8. Memorial Playing Field Update:  
In Martin’s absence NR reported that the PC had received a response from the FC following their meeting 
in January in which the FC were given an ultimatum to answer certain questions prior to the end of 
February.  
NR said that as this reply had not been circulated to Parish Councillors he was unable to go into detail. 
However he and Martin had a meeting to discuss the reply and drafted a PC response which will be 
discussed at the next PC meeting on the 20th March. Ongoing possible courses of action were discussed, 
including a Parish Meeting.  
 
At the January meeting, NR suggested that another alternative could be a stand-alone community hall in 
the car park area. The area behind the hall towards the orchard is not big enough. DB enquired about other 
football clubs being interested in using the ground.  Paul Bedford (PC) has already made tentative 
enquiries of the University.  The Heads of Agreement does not give the FC exclusive rights to the football 
field 7 days a week.  The Ladies Football Club is a separate entity and any income from them should come 
to the PC.  DB asked about the proposed Management Committee of a Community Hall and would the 
SCA have an input in this; the reply was yes they would be represented. It was agreed that SCA supporters 
list should be updated and JS volunteered to have document drawn up to circulate at the Italian Evening, 
requesting permission to circulate volunteers with regular updates (possibly a newsletter).  RH said that at 
the last Parish Meeting, organised by the SCA only Sidlesham parishioners were able to vote, and given 
voting slips to do so.  Whilst anyone could attend, only parishioners could vote. 
It was noted that PC elections were coming up soon as well as the PC AGM.   
 
9. Community Hall Funding and timescale (DB, NR) 
NR circulated a letter he had written to the Byrne Family Foundation requesting a meeting with the 
foundation to discuss their help and support in funding the new Memorial Community & Sports Hall in 
Sidlesham.  To date he has not received a reply.  
DB asked if we can do more work on a business plan, anticipating that there will be revenue from a FC 
albeit perhaps not the Sidlesham FC.  NR said that he could do a business plan on the basis of a stand-
alone building.  
 
10. Italian Evening 9th March  We have to lay up for 68 covers.  Tickets sales are exhausted and we have 
had to refuse late requests.  68 includes 4 musicians.(1 veggie and 1 gluten-free).  Money collected was 
passed to DC-J.  Cutlery used for the starter will be used again for the main course.  Green and white 
check table cloths will be borrowed free from the luncheon club, napkins will be red. Other 
decorations/balloons in hand. We need to check on wine glasses during the afternoon and if required 
RH/CH have a box at home they can bring (hopefully people will remember to bring their own).  The 
committee need to assemble in the Church Hall at 2.0pm to lay up and decorate. RH/CH have organised a 
raffle.  AM to see Carlucci’s to ask if they can kindly donate a meal ticket as a raffle prize. DB’s bottle of 
Prosecco will be a prize for the Italian Quiz organised by AM. There was discussion regarding the lay-out of 
the tables and it was agreed that one long table on the left hand side, with two long tables on the right – the 
musicians being in the centre of the two right-hand tables. RH to purchase  8 baguettes on the day and 
bring raffle drum.  DC-J to provide a float for the raffle and the electric heating. DB to provide cream for 
torte, and coffee, tea, milk etc., (to be sold at £2 per cup with a mint); baskets for bread etc.,. HB and AM to 
provide music.  NR and DC-J to sell raffle tickets £1 each or a strip for £5 at the beginning and again when 
the Quiz sheets are being marked and draw winning tickets from the drum.  CH to bring camera to take 
photos of willing participants to reproduce on the SCA website.   
 
11. Julius Caesar Event with BBQ: 8th June: DC-J reported on his visit to the directors of Chichester 
Canvas; there is internal turmoil between directors resulting in conflicting stories regarding having a 
marquee free.  With so much uncertainty the committee unanimously voted that the event should be held in 
the Primary School Community Hall; they have seating available, toilets, flooring, water etc, and the BBQ 
could be held in their field.  AM to liaise with the school regarding availability, cost & capacity.  DB to liaise 
with Diana regarding these proposed new arrangements. DB suggested a cost of £7.00 per adult, £4.00 a 



child for a ticket to the production and the BBQ, but others felt a higher figure would be achievable. 
Decision deferred. 
 
12 The Big Lunch – No longer of interest to SCA. 
 
13 Webmaster (JS)  JS’s suggested that mailchimp is a useful communication tool and would progress it. 
 
14. Remembrance Day 2019: DB had investigated a soldier silhouette; silhouettes are no longer available 
from RBL, although we could have one made locally. RH was asked to write to the PC to ask their opinion 
of a British Legion flag being flown from a flagpole fixed to the Sidlesham Village Sign.  
 
15.  Marketing and Publicity: RH/CH had had discussion with The Anchor and had been asked if we 
wanted to organise another Friday Bingo evening on a regular basis. The committee suggested 22nd March 
for the next session. RH/CH to report back and indicated their willgness to organise monthly Bingo.  If this 
is possible it would be a good idea to have some flyers available at the Italian Evening.  RH to liaise with 
Lizzie in this respect and Nextdoor Sidlesham.   
 
17. AOB: JS requested that dates of SCA meetings be organised well in advance and RH was asked to 
look into this. Thursdays appeared to be generally a suitable evening.  Suggested SCA AGM 12th 
September. RH to book The Anchor. 
 
19. DONM: Wednesday 1st May at Norman’s 7.30. (This to be amended if AM’s husband is away) 
   


