
 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT MERE 
HOUSE, MILL LANE, THURSDAY, 24TH JANUARY 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Trustees: David Blackford (DB), Richard Hall (RH), Norman Robson (NR), Jane Scotland (JS), 
Hannah Baggot (HB), and Alison Merrett (AM). Also present Martin Mellodey (MM) and Corina Hall (CH).  

 
1. Welcomes: DB welcomed all present and wished everyone a happy new year. 
 
2. Apologies David Campbell-James (DC-J),  
   
3. Minutes of Meeting held on 28th November 2018 were approved.  Proposed NR, seconded JS. 
 
4. Matters arising. None 
 
5. Chairman’s Report: Regarding the proposed Community Hall there is little to report in the intervening 
time since our last meeting.  However, following the last PC meeting, it seems there may be a glimmer of 
light ahead, and I am sure that Martin will provide us with an update. 
 
On the social side, I felt that the Christmas Carols at The Anchor was a great success.  There was a terrific 
community spirit, and the involvement of the school brought a new dimension to the event.  I would like to 
express special thanks to Ali and Hannah for their drive, initiative and enthusiasm in involving the school.  
Also for their liaison with the Anchor and for decorating the hall so beautifully, using their own decorations 
from home.  Thanks also to the Anchor for welcoming us and providing food. A big thank you to Diana 
Pound for working so successfully with the children on their rendering of “The Night before Christmas.”  
Thank you too to Lizzie Baily for her assistance with marketing and design of the lovely posters.  Finally 
may I say what a joy and privilege it was to be working together with Mike Wood and James Blake-Lobb 
from the school.  James’ father was very welcome in helping to coordinate the singing.  Let us hope that 
this good relationship with the school can be built upon for future events.  
 
The large turn-out meant that the Anchor was bursting at the seams.  As such we did receive a handful of 
negative comments, and some people left early.  A review of this event is on the Agenda, and I hope we 
can plan next year’s event, using learning points from 2018. 
 
We took a look at putting on an Antiques Road Show in the Anchor, and had discussions with Henry 
Adams Auction department.  They were reluctant to get involved in the way we suggested.  They came up 
with a proposal whereby villagers could attend one of their open days and have articles valued.  They 
kindly offered to sell antiques on a reduced commission basis, so that the commission saving could go to 
SCA funds.  It was considered that we should not pursue this idea. 
 
Looking ahead to this year and beyond I believe we need to remain focussed on our two main objectives. 
 
Social Events: These need to be as inclusive as possible for all members of the village.  They need to be 
fun and enjoyable and reach out to all age groups and interests.  Some events can be geared to break 
even and just be social; other events must be for serious fund-raising. 
 
Village Hall:  As a Community Association we need to remain focussed on providing a fit-for-purpose Hall 
for the village.  This will involve close liaison and partnership with the Parish Council.  Our charitable status 
is essential to funding and it is hoped that the views of SCA in terms of design and layout will be given due 



consideration by the PC.  It is hoped that this year will see existing obstacles being removed and being in a 
position to forge ahead with design and fund-raising. 
 
6. Secretary’s Report: RH had nothing further to report at this time. 
  
7. Treasurer’s Report: DC-J confirmed that the accounts stood as per the last meeting.. 
 
8. Christmas Carols at The Anchor Review & 2019 plan: With some 100+ people present it was agreed 
that the committee had some learning points for future years.  HB suggested that next year we utilise the 
bar which would provide additional space. This was not considered ideal as it would break up the event and 
people in the bar would not feel involved. There would also be more space if we didn’t have the food bar 
there, but it is unlikely that the pub could relocate it. Possibly it could be moved back to create more space. 
JS wondered if it would help if some of the seating could be removed.  It was agreed that in future we 
would not have Father Christmas present, but we do need to ensure that we do not hold our event on the 
same night as Selsey Lions visit Sidlesham.  DB said he was aware that 12-15 villagers had not enjoyed 
the event and some had left early, most due to crowding and noise. JS said that in her experience some 
people just didn’t like change. DB said that those who complained were of a more senior persuasion who 
preferred a quieter event as organised previously. He wondered if we could have two events to cater for 
differing needs.  It was suggested two events would not be practical for the SCA to organise and we need 
to move forward. DB said he thought it unfortunate that certain people within the community should feel 
excluded. NR suggested we need to book a date for a similar event next December involving the school, 
and perhaps line them up slightly earlier in the evening.   
It was agreed that overall the event was a success and thoroughly enjoyed by the majority. There was no 
collection by the SCA.  Selsey Lions put a collection bucket around.  RH had mentioned to Selsey Lions 
that a collection would be split 50/50 but this did not happen. It was possible that many people do not bring 
cash to these events, and it was questioned as to whether we should make a modest charge to adults next 
year and have no collection. No conclusion agreed. [vote to be taken at subsequent meeting] 
 
 
9. Memorial Playing Field Update: MM reported that following the recent PC meeting he had now heard 
from the Football Club and a meeting had been arranged for next Wednesday 31st January. 
 
The PC report was as follows:  
The Football Club had been awarded £465 from the Ferry Farm Community Grant Fund.  This will be used 
for new kit for a junior team.  At the Ferry Farm awards ceremony, Mr Mellodey met a new member of the 
Sidlesham FC Committee.  Mr Mellodey had asked about the meeting which the PC has been trying to 
arrange with the FC for some time.  He was informed that there were changes on the Committee and he 
would be in touch.  Mr Mellodey has heard no more.  Mr Mellodey proposed that, as the FC Club appears 
unwilling to communicate and cooperate, the PC should take the following actions.  

A.    rescind the letter giving the FC control of access to the ground for the duration of matches.  The letter 
to the FC, dated 20 March 2017, clarifying conditions of the controlled access includes terms that it “may be 
brought to an end by the giving of one month’s prior written notice”.   
B.    request a contribution from SFC for Chichester City Ladies FC’s use of the Memorial Playing Field.  Mr 
N Robson, present at the meeting, outlined the history of the CCLFC’s contributions :    

Year 1, no fee as the CCLFC had contributed time and costs to restore the clubhouse and tidy the area. 

Year 2, a payment of £600, agreed with the previous Chairman of SFC. 

Year 3, a payment of £200 was proposed and the Clerk was asked to send an invoice to Sidlesham FC. 

C.     The PC agreed that the Clerk send a letter to Sidlesham FC stating that the PC wishes to renegotiate 
its Agreement with the FC.  This will be sent to the Chairman of SFC. 



 
HB asked if the subject of a new community hall would be raised at the Wednesday meeting.  MM said that 
the meeting would be about renegotiating the Agreement and getting the Football Club to talk to us 
generally about their future which they had been reluctant to do in the past. NR said that the only way to get 
them to the table was to insist that we saw their electricity certificate . SFC have exclusive use of the 
Memorial Field on certain Saturdays and Tuesday during match days and if this was withdrawn by the PC  
they could be relegated to a lower division. MM said that the PC were basically asking SFC to 
communicate and cooperate with our plans for a Community Hall, or the PC will take a much more stringent 
view of how the Memorial Field is administered.   
 
10. Funding for the Memorial Hall and time scale: DB said there was not much to report on at the 
moment.  NR said that there was no point in revising our business plan until we get answers from the 
Football Club.  There were considered to be many unresolved matters regarding the future of SFC and its 
tenure. NR said that there were health and safety issues, coupled with the fact that the standards of 
hygiene and cleanliness within the changing rooms and lavatories fall well below an acceptable standard. 
There are also concerns that statutory Food Hygiene standards may not be currently achieved in respect 
food and drink being served.  
 
DB mentioned that substantial funding for a hall could be available via Landfill Tax. Sidlesham would 
probably qualify as being within 10 miles of our waste centre. NR is aware of this and has it on its list of 
possible funding sources.  MM reported that from next May our District becomes Sidlesham and Selsey 
North. Selsey North is considered more deprived from Sidlesham and this could enhance our award status.  
 
11. Future Events (Bingo, Italian, Summer sports/BBQ/barn dance , Drama Event, Other…) 
Bingo: DB asked CH to report on the proposed Bingo.  CH suggested that 50p per ticket be charged and 
explained how the evening should work. NR kindly offered to donate a bottle champagne as a raffle prize 
and was thanked for this kind gesture.  Agreed that  Bingo Eve is not primarily to make money but to 
provide a community event.  NR enquired if we required a gaming licence and CH confirmed that she had 
discussed this with the Anchor who confirmed, after checking with brewery, that fun bingo required no 
licence. 
 
Italian Evening – 9th March: DB to book hall and organise catering for a three course meal.  (Proposed 
menu to be : Melon and ham, Fusilli Bolognese (Milanese for vegetarians), Lemon torte.  BYO wine and 
glasses.  Water and bread on tables. 7.00pm for 7.30 start.  CH to check crockery and cutlery in hall 
suitable for 60-70 persons. RH to liaise with Lizzie regarding suitable posters and numbered tickets to sell.  
(ticket price £12.00) CH to purchase coloured clothes and napkins.  HB/AM to organise sound system and 
background music.  David to play accordion. AM to organise Italian quiz.  RH to find Italian flag.  RH/CH to 
organise raffle (any contributions please liaise). 
Parmesan cheese grater and large pepper mill needed.  Important to mention Italian eve at the Bingo   
evening.  CH to bring additional glasses (as back-up). 10 tickets to be sold by each community member. JS 
said we need to get a pay-pal system set up so people can pay through this rather than handle cash, for 
this event and in the future – she will liaise with D C-J. (We will need helpers to set up, serve etc.) 
 
Summer Event: 8th June: DB reported that Diana Pound (DP) had offered to put on a drama event (in 
conjunction with school) as part of an SCA Family Day. It would be scenes from Julius Caesar lasting 
around 40 minutes. There would be a marquee on the memorial playing field. DP to organise marquee.  
The whole day could also include any combination of sports, games, strawberry tea, BBQ/hog roast, barn 
dance, disco etc.,  CH said that the SCA had an amount of £100 they were holding from the old disbanded 
Festival Committee, which we could spend on this event.    
 
12 Webmaster (JS)  JS’s husband Simon has kindly volunteered to take over/improve  the SCA website 
and incorporate Facebook.  Any changes currently have to go through Dom, and it would be more practical 
for changes to be made by Simon. JS will put the Italian Evening on the website and Nextdoor Sidlesham.    



 
13. Remembrance Day 2019: DB has approached a numbered of retired members of the Armed Forces  
and the Vicar for their views on what form a village tribute could be to those who had fallen in both world 
wars and other engagements. This should be in a prominent location. Various suggestions had been 
considered along the main road such as white crosses, poppies, and silhouettes. Views were varied but 
there were no objections to the idea of a display by the Village sign on the main road. On balance a 
consensus was that a single soldier silhouette would be appropriate, put up at the beginning of November 
and taken down around the 18th November each year. DB to obtain estimate of cost. 
 
Various individuals and the PC had indicated some financial support for the scheme, which should not be in 
excess of £500. It was suggested DB should also write an article in the two magazines requesting 
donations from individuals and village organisations, such donations to be ring-fenced for this purpose. 
Royal British Legion has asked that we do not ask for contributions in the weeks prior to November.  
  
14 Co opted trustees: Nothing to report at this time. 
 
15. Community defibrillators (AM): Costing £1,000+.  One has been installed in the Church Porch and 
there was discussion regarding the need for others in the village. HB emphasised the required training 
required for such an appliance. The PC had discussed having one on the outside of a new community 
building. Until built the local filling station was considered a suitable location. It was requested that the PC 
revisit this issue. 
 
16. Marketing and Publicity: DB to write articles in village newsletters regarding SCA events.  
 
17. AOB: DB involved in a light opera group, and said it may be possible to get a soloist to sing at the 
Italian Evening. This suggestion was unanimously approved. 
 
19. DONM: Friday 1st March at Thorverton at 7.30. 
   


