
SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT THE ANCHOR INN, SIDLESHAM 

ON MONDAY, 7TH AUGUST 2017 AT 7.00PM 

 

1. Trustees Present: (Chairman) Richard Hall), (Treasurer) David Campbell-James, 

Una Pearce and 40+ village supporters. 

 

2. Apologies Received from: (Trustees) Darren Spencer and Hannah Baggot, and 

villagers: Anwyl Allisstone, Deidre Wade-Smith, and Wendy Devonshire. 

  

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present.   

 

3. Minutes of the last AGM held on 2nd June 2016 was approved by Gayle Palmer 

and seconded by David Blackford. 

 

4. Matters Arising: No matters arising not appearing on the agenda.   

 

5. Guest Speaker PCSO Richard Moorey on Fraud. Richard Moorey gave a 30 

minute presentation on the increasing problem of fraud and scams, mainly 

conducted through the internet but also through mail and house calls. His 

presentation included a 9 minute DVD and he urged the public to report any 

incidents to Trading Standards 08454 040506 and Sussex Police: 101 or dial 999 in 

an emergency.   Huge sums of money had been lost by the most vulnerable people 

in the community and people were generally reluctant to admit to the authorities if 

they had been victims of scams.  He suggested people refer to the directory of 

Trading Standards which listed approved local businesses and gave two websites 

that provided more information on scams: www.getsafeonline and You Tube 

computer scams 2017. Leaflets and literature was available. Several people 

described personal experiences of scams and Paul Devonshire said he would like to 

see more publicity on the prosecutions of scam criminals.  

 

6. Vote of Thanks: Chairman Richard Hall thanked Richard Moorey. 

 

7. Chairman’s Report: In October we organised a Beaujolais Evening which raised 

£339.00 and my thanks go to the committee who organised the evening and to all 

those that attended. 

Carol Singing was held once again in the Anchor with donations to Embrace and 

Wellspring West Sussex. 

We succeeded in obtaining a grant of £8,000 from Tesco’s Bags of Help which 

enabled the Parish Council to go ahead with the purchase of the Outdoor gym 

equipment which was installed on the Memorial Playing field in January/February of 

this year 

http://www.getsafeonline/


 We have received other grants, but Diana Pound will update you regarding funding 

generally. 

Diana’s dinner Theatre – A reading of Gosforth’s fete was a very successful evening. 

Thank you Diana and friends for organising that and raising £600.00 

Yvonne Clarke-Adams sadly resigned from being a trustee and serving on the 

committee; we thank her for the work she undertook on behalf of the SCA during her 

period in office. 

Gloria Jupp has resigned from the committee and I would like to thank her for her 

contribution. 

Una Pearce has resigned as a Trustee owing to possible conflict of interest between 

being a Parish Councillor and a Trustee and we thank her for her service to the SCA.  

We totally understand her reasoning that any Parish Councillor serving as a Trustee 

could have a conflict of interest. 

We welcomed Norman Robson to the committee and his guidance has been 

invaluable. 

I am delighted to report that we are working closely with the Parish Council regarding 

proposals for a Sports and Community Hall on the Memorial Playing Field and Martin 

Mellodey will give you an update on the current situation.  

8. Election of Officers for the coming year:  

Chairman:  Richard Hall    ) 

Secretary: Lizzie Baily   ) are willing to continue in office 

Treasurer: David Campbell-James  ) re-elected 

Trustees: Richard Hall and David Campbell-James are willing to continue in office. 

Proposed by Gayle Palmer and Seconded by Shirley Donato. Agreed. 

Lizzie Baily was proposed by Diana Pound, seconded by Daphne Bowling. Agreed. 

 Norman Robson was proposed by Martin Mellodey and seconded by Corina Hall. 

 Jane Scotland was proposed by David Blackford, seconded by Diana Pound. 

Agreed. 

Diana Pound was proposed by Lizzie Baily and seconded by Yvonne Clarke-Adams. 

There followed discussion on the impartiality of a Parish Councillor also being a 

Trustee of the SCA.  Richard Hall and Martin Mellodey thought that there could be a 

conflict of interest and Corina Hall said that at a Parish Council meeting some years 

ago Diana Pound had questioned Paul Bedford’s impartiality to vote on the subject of 

a new hall due to his commitment to the Sidlesham Football Club. Jenny Campbell-

James queried the number of Trustees the SCA required and Richard Hall said that 

there was a requirement of at least 3. Norman Robson asked if there was any 

guidance in the SCA constitution. He referred to the Government's Nolan Committee 

on Good Governance as regards governance issues and conflict of interest. As long 

as a trustee disclosed any conflict of interest and accepts that such person neither 



votes nor takes part in an agenda debate where a conflict of interest arises, then it is 

acceptable that such individual may hold two or more responsibilities where a conflict 

of interest is likely to arise.'  

There followed a show of hands which carried Diana Pound’s appointment. 

9. Secretary’s Report:  Lizzie Baily had nothing to report. 

 

10. Treasurer’s Report: David Campbell-James had circulated a copy of the 

accounts for the year ending 30th April 2017.  He confirmed the excess of 

expenditure over Income was £1,144 as at 30th April.  The SCA held £114 which was 

money exclusively for the use of any future Sidlesham Festival activities. The item of 

Consultancy was in respect of architect’s fees (Richard Atkinson).  The money 

received from Tesco was for the sole purpose of the adult gym equipment and 

passed to the Parish Council. 

 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th APRIL 2017 

Income and Expenditure Account 

                                                                                  2017             2016 

Income                                                            
Tesco Donation                                                              8,000                     -                   

Donations                                                                          120                  232 

Donation for Sidlesham Festival                                           -                   281          

Fund raising                                                                      351                  557  

                                                                                   -----------           ----------- 

                                                                                    £ 8,471            £ 1,070       

Expenditure 
Website and Printing                                                           38                    55             

Sidlesham Festival                                                            167                       -                   

Consultancy                                                                     1290              3,482 

Donations                                                                          120                  130 

Sidlesham PC for Gym Equipment                                 8,000                     - 

                                                                                   -----------           ----------- 

                                                                                    £ 9,615            £ 3,667 
 

Excess of Expenditure over Income      £ 1,144       £ 2,597 
 

Asset 
Bank Account                                                               £6,615             £7,759      

     

Accounts prepared by David Campbell-James Hon Treasurer 

 



 

 

11. Parish Council Chairman Martin Mellodey’s update on the Memorial Playing 

Field:   In collaboration with Sidlesham Football Club and Sidlesham Community 

Association and on behalf of the whole community the Parish Council is looking to 

see how we can build an economically feasible / viable Recreational Sport and 

Community Centre for the village on the Memorial Field. 

The key words are economically feasible. As part of the economic case and in order 

to save money (capital) we are currently investigating the suitability of using the 

existing foundations as the basis for a new building. We are expecting a full report 

within the next few days. 

 

We are very conscious of the cost of capital for the project. e.g.If we have to borrow 

£300,000  a Public Works Loan Board loan would cost a household on Band H 

another £60 or so on top of their current council tax, some £20 for a band A property. 

Diana will be talking to you about funding for capital but I want to remind you that we 

do want to make a hall financially self-supporting. We do not want to have to raise 

the precept to cover operating losses as some neighbouring parishes have done. 

So if we are going to have a hall we must make sure it pays its way and that the hall 

is used. We are on the lookout for other clubs to share in the new facility, the more 

income streams the better. The Memorial Field is not just a football field. With more 

sporting activities we should be able to attract funding from bodies like Sport 

England.  The current under use of the school sports hall could be a problem in this 

regard. 

 

You will all shortly be receiving a questionnaire. The information we receive back 

from this is very important in providing and preparing a business case for a hall when 

we look for funding.  Martin Mellodey said he wished to stress that in the bid for 

funding we must show community support and a united front.  What we do not want 

is a building that will be difficult to maintain, and the maintenance of the building will 

form part of the business plan. 

 

Finally the Parish Council will make every effort to communicate with the community 

as they develop this project. There could well be a Parish Meeting to present the 

project in detail. 

 

 Mike Allisstone questioned the differing roles of the Parish Council and the SCA.  

Corina Hall confirmed that the SCA is a registered charity and were therefore able to 

apply for grants which the Parish Council could not.  (An example of this was the 

grant the SCA had successfully received from Tesco and passed over to the Parish 

Council for the gym equipment in the village).  The Parish Council’s role was that of 

landlord of the Memorial Playing Field.   By working together the SCA and the Parish 

Council could achieve much better results.   



  .   

 

 

David Blackford questioned that if the foundations were found to be inadequate 

would the Parish Council scrap the project.  Martin reiterated that use of the existing 

foundations  was one aspect they were looking into to reduce the cost.  The more 

free funding that can be obtained the better.  The cost of a building of this nature he 

estimated would be in the region of £800,000 – a lot of money needs to be raised.  

We also need to increase the proposed use of a community hall.  

 

12. Village Questionnaire.  The SCA had received a grant from Awards 4 All to 

enable an independent questionnaire to the circulated to all householders in the 

village to ascertain their views on a proposed new Sports and Community Hall on the 

Memorial Playing Field.  A draft of suitable questions had been received from Action 

in Rural Sussex but this needed to be adapted to the more personal requirements of 

Sidlesham.  An independent sub-committee was required to analyse this draft data 

and adapt accordingly, before being approved by the SCA Trustees and the Parish 

Council for circulation.  Richard Clarke-Adams asked if whether the questions would 

include whether villagers wanted a new build or a renovation of the old building; 

Richard Hall replied that the questions would be determined by the sub-committee 

working on this project.  He hoped that the project could be concluded so that the 

questionnaire could be distributed to householders in the autumn.  A stamped 

addressed envelope will be included and the results will be professionally and 

independently analysed by Action in Rural Sussex.  The results of this survey will 

provide valuable information in the preparation of a business plan.   The SCA are 

looking for volunteers: Paul Devonshire, Jane Scotland and Alison Norberry 

volunteered to help.  Yvonne Clark-Adams suggested perhaps an incentive to 

respond might encourage people to complete the questionnaire - like a draw for a 

bottle of something. 

 

13. Funding Opportunities for a Community Hall.  Diana Pound had spoken to a 

number of funding bodies and the question she was asked was ‘can you prove there 

is a need in the community; who will benefit from your project’.  On reflection Diana 

considered that both the old and the young in our rural community had social 

isolation concerns and could benefit by a having a community hall in the centre of 

the village.  She reiterated the importance of completing the questionnaire.  Diana 

receives weekly updates from VAAC and WSCC and the big lottery is divided into 

several categories which she is confident we can tap into.  Leader, Veolia also have 

money available if we can prove that this will be spent on the health and well being 

of residents in the community.  We are in the top 20% as a deprived area due to the 

lack of facilities in the village. There is a Business Fund with grants from £500,000 

and another New Charity Fund SPC which are on her list to investigate asap.  

Smaller grants can be achieved through various Bags of Help schemes; The local 

Solar Farm has a community fund of £40,000 which is available between Selsey and 



Sidlesham.  Half of this fund is to be split between the two communities and the 

other half to individual residents requiring help to pay their fuel bills.  VAAC sent her 

a 37 page document listing various funding bodies that she could approach.  Daphne 

Bowling questioned whether these grants required match funding and Diana 

confirmed that some did.  The Parish Council could apply for a Public Works Loan, 

which would be low interest loan over a period of say 50 years; this would be paid 

back via the precept.  Martin Mellodey emphasised that this option required very 

careful consideration as the Parish Council did not want to enter into a commitment 

which would be detrimental to the community.  One had to consider not only the cost 

of the project but also the continuing maintenance of such a project.   

 

Richard Hall said that he and Corina had attended a meeting in Bognor regarding 

Big Lottery Grants, at this meeting it was apparent that the Big Lottery were not 

funding building projects at this time, he questioned this and it was suggested he 

write to his MP.  He read out the National Lottery’s reply to Councillor Keegan: “The 

programme Mr Hall is referring to included an intensive application process and in 

turn we tended to receive applications from larger projects.  Through user feedback 

we know that this process needs to be more flexible and simple which is something 

that we are currently working on.  We are committed to supporting places and 

spaces through our new portfolio but we need time to further develop our capital 

offer and application processes” 

 

14. A Village Plan. Corina Hall said that the Parish Council had discussed having a 

Village Plan at their recent AGM and were asking parishioners to participate in this 

project.  A Village Plan could be the first stage toward a full neighbourhood plan.  

The difference between a village plan and a neighbourhood plan is as follows: 

 

A Village Plan is a non statutory document – that is its policies and 

recommendations etc., are not binding on the District Council and are purely 

advisory but do set out in detail local issues and concerns and possible ways forward 

that should help guide the District, County Council and other bodies. 

 

A Neighbourhood Plan has to go through a prescribed process and gain approval at 

a number of set stages.  It has to be in general compliance with the Local Plan and 

in its final stage has to be formally adopted by the District Council.  As such it 

becomes part of the District statutory policy for a given area and would guide for 

instance decisions on planning applications, land use, investment and allocations for 

housing and other development. 

 

The village plan is less resource hungry and particularly less costly to produce but 

has the disadvantage of only being advisory.  The neighbourhood plan because of 

the number of stages, including the need for a referendum consultation is relatively 

high cost to produce but there are grants to help. 

 



It is suggested that a steering group be formed to manage the process and act as an 

editorial body for the final document.  Separate topic groups could then be formed 

covering one of a number of topic areas.  We already have some of these in place 

for instance on drainage and flooding with the Sidlesham Land Drainage and Flood 

Group and on highways with STAG.  Key to the process will be consultation and how 

this is managed.  From experience of other plans the only practical method is by the 

use of email.  This may exclude some and this may have to be addressed by other 

means.  

 

 David Blackford asked if a Village Plan was processed some years ago and Diana 

Pound confirmed that some work was done on this some 15 years ago.  We do not 

have the capacity for development in the village.  Corina Hall concluded by saying 

that it was up to the community generally to say how they wanted their community to 

develop in the foreseeable future; this was our opportunity to air our views: Riach 

Ryder and Paul Devonshire volunteered to help with this project. 

 

Richard Hall replied to comments from the floor regarding the speed of vehicles 

through the village – he said that STAG needed more volunteers to help with the 

genesis machine that was available.  Training and guidance was available we just 

required additional manpower.  Simon Scotland and Paul Devonshire have agreed to 

help STAG. 

 

Gayle Palmer said that she had registered into a local website and was requesting 

people to join up and air their views on community issues.  This facility encourages 

people to keep in touch.  The website is called nextdoor.co.uk  

 

15 AOB.  Nothing further to report.  Thanks to all who attended.  Meeting closed at 

9.00pm. 

 

 


