
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT 

APPLEFIELD, CHALK LANE ON 20th OCTOBER 2016 at 7.30pm 

1. Present: Trustees: Richard Hall, Yvonne Clarke-Adams, David Campbell James and Una Pearce, also 

present were Diana Pound, Lizzie Baily, Jacqui Brooker, Martin Mellodey and Corina Hall,  

 

2. Apologies received from Trustee Darren Spencer, and non trustee Gloria Jupp. 

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 22nd September were approved. 

  

4. Matters arising: None. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report: Nothing to report. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report: Balance stands at £6,855. 

 

7.  Secretary. Nothing to report. 

 

8. Memorial Playing Field:   

The Parish Council Memorial Playing Field Work Group met on the 13th October and was attended by 

Richard Hall from the SCA.  RH read through portions of this report and concluded that the PC required 

detailed plans and costing from both the Sidlesham Football Club and the SCA for the PC to consider at the 

November PC meeting.  Martin Mellodey (Chairman PC) said that there were two main differences in these 

alternatives: The SCA wanted a complete rebuild whereas the SFC wanted to improve and build on the 

existing structure, with perhaps a village hall on the end.  The PC are still awaiting answers from the 

questions raised by Norman Robson at a previous meeting.  RH said that the SCA had considered plans to 

keep the SFC old changing rooms with cladding to improve their appearance, and a second plan had been 

drawn up by their architect following a meeting with the SFC and the SCA Architect at which the SFC 

outlined to the SCA Architect their requirements.  However, subsequent to this plan being drawn up in 

keeping with SFC views they had again rejected the plan.  MM asked if he had had sight of this plan and 

RH confirmed he had been given copies and they had been discussed at a previous meeting, but he 

agreed to forward him a further copy. DCJ expressed his disappointment that the SFC rejected the 

amended plans which they had agreed to previously at a meeting with their Architect. The second plan 

included limited shower and changing room facilities for other sports bodies to use bearing in mind that the 

brick SFC changing rooms would remain for their use.  

It was agreed that whoever’s plans are approved there would need to be a Surveyor’s Survey and the SCA 

and the SFC would need to submit a survey with plans.  Diana Pound produced a copy of a surveyor’s 

report dated 4th March 2010 conducted for the PC by Cranes Chartered Surveyors in Chichester in which 

they conclude that the timber framed building was only ever intended to have a limited lifespan and the 

building has reached the end of its useful life.  The brick built changing rooms could be refurbished at a 

probably cost of around £30,000 plus VAT.  At the recent PC meeting one councillor stated that he was 

unhappy at plans being drawn up by Richard Atkinson.  The SCA unanimously re-affirmed their decision 

that Richard Atkinson with his background knowledge of at least 4 sports/community halls would continue 

as their choice of architect.   

There was discussion on possible anchor tenants and the PC (MM) confirmed that they would be drawing 

up a tenancy agreement to replace the old heads of agreement with the SFC.  There followed discussion 

on the amounts previously paid by the Chichester Ladies Football Club to their previous landlord.  A figure 

of £300 per annum was quoted which was £30.00 per match.  There was discussion regarding the level of 

building required, whether Sidlesham required a village football club facility or a specific building meeting 

FA standards.   Other villages such as Hunston, Boxgrove, Fishbourne and Birdham etc., all have village 

standard facilities.  If at some time in the future the football club reach a higher level then additional 

facilities could be considered.  The proposed community building should be for the use of all, and the SFC’s 

use should be on a parallel with other village users.  



 

 It was agreed that the PC would be unable themselves to manage the running of the proposed 

sports/community hall.  Other villages had successfully engaged a charitable trust to administer the running 

of such buildings being accountable to the landlord which in this instance would be the PC.  Diana had 

discussed with Boxgrove their administration costs their users.  (Norman Robson had also viewed a 

number of halls regarding their costings etc.) 

 

9. Business Plan 

The proposed draft letter addressed to DEFRA considered at the last meeting is replaced by a new draft 

drawn up in association with Louise Beaton and this was discussed in detail.  It was agreed that this letter 

following certain amendments should be sent to the Clerk of the SPC for them to send to DEFRA.  The 

substance of the letter was to follow on from DEFRA’s reply on the 11th July confirming the ‘replacement of 

the existing clubhouse with a more modern building for use as a community hall falls within the scope of the 

covenant’.    The SCA agreed that their proposals/business plan required further clarification, if the answers 

to the questions they raised were negative then the SCA would have to reconsider their proposed aim of a 

community hall.   Several amendments were discussed and RH will re-type the draft and send on to the 

committee prior to the Secretary sending the draft to the SPC Clerk.  The SCA’s most promising core 

tenant as a pre-school and clarification on this point was urgently required. 

The SCA would have the ability to trade under the Charity Commission rules but without this confirmation 

there would be little point in continuing. RH confirmed that he had received quotes for a survey to be 

carried out by Action in Rural Sussex to ascertain the views of local villagers, but this would not be 

implemented until an answer had been received from DEFRA. 

 

10. Funding updates: DP attended a VAC funding fair on 12th October and will type and circulate minutes.  

She confirmed that Sidlesham is the only parish in West Sussex that fits the criteria for a National Lottery 

Reaching Communities Grant.  She produced a list of funding opportunities.  She confirmed that a Public 

loan via the SPC would be cheaper than a bank loan.  Discussions regarding a Pre School were confirmed 

as a good franchise. She is planning to see Lottery Funders on 14th December.  She met with Janet 

Ormerod who is a local Funding Advisor and Charity Consultant. All in all it had been a very constructive 

and interesting day. 

 

11. Application for Adult Gym Equipment – Corina confirmed that plans were now in hand with the new 

voting dates and thanked Lizzie for including this in the Spread newsletter.  The competition is Kingley Vale 

Park and Fishbourne Pre-School.  Corina and Richard and MM had met with HAGS the previous afternoon 

on site regarding the installation of the equipment.  

 

12 Beaujolais Evening:  RH thanked Lizzie Baily for the excellent poster she produced and the article in 

the Spread and The Parishioner.  Diana Pound would like to help with the entertainment and CH suggested 

that she contact David Blackford and Paul Devonshire.  CH is now selling tickets for this event.  

 
13. Carol Singing at The Anchor 12th December at 6.30: This was very popular last year and it was 

agreed that we should have a similar event this year.  DP has booked The Anchor and LB will put 

something in The Spread regarding the event. We need to agree a suitable charity for donations.  

 

14. AOB:  RH thanked Dan and Ester for their hospitality. 

 

14. DONM:   Monday 21 November at 4.0pm at Applefield, 23 Chalk Lane.  It was agreed by all that 

during the winter months it would be preferable to meet in the late afternoon. 


