
SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD AT THE ANCHOR INN, SIDLESHAM 

ONTHURSDAY 2ND JUNE 2016 AT 7.0PM 

 

Trustees Present: (Chairman) Richard Hall), (Treasurer) David Campbell-James, 

Yvonne Clarke-Adams, Hannah Baggot and 25 villagers. 

 

Apologies Received from: (Trustees) Darren Spencer and Martin Mellodey, and 

villagers: Mike & Anwyl Allisstone, Dorothy Roberts, Norman & Louisa Robson, 

Elizabeth Aylwin, and Lisa Davis.   

 

The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming those present, and expressed 

deep regret at the passing of our Vice Chairman Michael Brooker who died last 

December. He said that the Sidlesham Community Association is working to 

promote a better future for our community and we have now achieved charitable 

status with the adoption of a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation).  The 

Association would like to become more involved with local matters, particularly now 

with its new status, and this is good news for the community.  If you think that by 

providing a little of your time you may be able to help to promote the aims of the 

Sidlesham Community Association we would appreciate your support, and would 

welcome new committee members and trustees.   

 

Minutes of the last AGM held on 15th June 2015 was approved and there were no 

matters arising not on the agenda. 

 

Election of Officers for the coming year:  

Chairman:  Richard Hall, proposed by Diana Pound, seconded by David Campbell-

James. Carried 

Vice Chairman: vacant at this time. 

Secretary: Lizzie Baily, proposed by Richard Hall, seconded by Gloria Jupp. Carried 

Treasurer: David Campbell-James proposed by Yvonne Clarke-Adams and 

seconded by Dudley Pound. Carried 

Trustees: 

Richard Hall, David Campbell-James, Yvonne Clarke-Adams, Darren Spencer and 

Hannah Baggot (all of whom are willing to stand again), proposed by Gloria Jupp 

and seconded by David Campbell-James. All re-Elected 

Martin Mellodey is standing down as a Trustee 

 Una Pearce was proposed by Michael Roope and seconded by Yvonne Clarke-

Adams. Carried 

 

Chairman’s Report. 

Over the past year we have been working very hard to try and negotiate an 

agreement for a new Community Hall and Multi use games area. We have been 

acknowledged by the Parish council in that we are now sitting round the table with 



both the PC and Football club to find a way forward. I thank the committee for their 

continued support. 

 

Social /Fund Raising 

There was Carol singing in The Anchor which was well supported and raised the 

total of £130. This sum was donated to 2 charities Embrace and The Apuldram 

Centre.  In February we held an French supper evening which raised £446.00 toward 

our funds and I would like to thank Una, Fiona and Corina for the food preparation 

and everyone else who helped to make the evening a success. 

(Correction This should have read the Indian Supper evening organised by Yvonne 

Clarke-Adams, Sliv and Una.) 

A village lunch was organised by the SCA. 

We really do need some volunteers to come forward and organise some fund raising 

events for the village. Please if you feel you would like to help in any way – just with 

one event it would all help. 

 

Administration 

We have a web site although not very good as I put it together having never done 

one before and I could do with some help in making it far more dynamic and 

attractive. If you know of anyone – sons, daughters, friends etc please let me know. 

 

This year I would like to add ‘Just Giving’ to the site so that anyone who would like to 

make a donation to the SCA funds can do so via the website.  

I also want to make us available for Gift Aid through the Charities Trust so that any 

donations to us can be registered to obtain gift aid. 

During the past year we have successfully applied for CIO status and will need to 

formally adopt that later in the meeting. 

 

Village Plan- currently there is no village plan but with the approval of the PC, the 

SCA would like to get involved in working on a village plan. If there is anyone who 

would like to help in putting together a Village Plan then please let me know. 

 

Funding 

Currently we are waiting for approval for a grant for the Adult Gym equipment which 

seems to have taken forever and we must thank Corina for her perseverance in this 

matter.  

The PC are unable to apply for a grant as they have the use of the precept money so 

they asked the SCA to apply for funding after having donated £4100 from 106 

money, and the profit made from the French supper which raised a total of £500.00. 

Thanks to Una, and this was enjoyed by everybody that came. 

We have 2 applications in for the outstanding amount for £9,400, so with some luck 

one of them may come through. Both grants will be considered this month. (WSCC 

and Veolia) 

  



Proposal for a Community Hall 

At the last AGM we circulated a very impressive drawing of a community hall, which 

included not only facilities for the present tenants the Football Club but other sports 

related bodies who could use changing and social facilities.  Although on the evening 

of the last AGM, the initial response from the Football Club was encouraging they 

subsequently came back to us wanting to enlarge their social and toilet facilities.   

These plans also included facilities for a much needed pre-school in the area, but 

this facility may depend upon the interpretation of the Covenant on this land.  The 

Parish Council have applied to DEFRA to gain their interpretation of the covenant 

and we are all waiting DEFRA’s response to this. 

In discussions with the Football Club they have drawn up their own plans for their 

requirements and these plans include the retention of the old brick changing rooms, 

which they would like to modernise.  They would like to have their own separate 

social facilities including a bar attached to a much smaller community building 

without pre-school facilities.   Because of the stale-mate and insistence by the 

Football Club to retain these old brick changing rooms, the SCA asked their architect 

if he could look into revised plans taking into account the Football Clubs proposals.  

A meeting between the Football Club, the SCA and their architect took place and 

revised plans were drawn up.   

 At the recent Parish Council AGM following an update by the Chairman of the 

Parish Council, Mr Richard Clarke-Adams stood up and presented the audience with 

his views on retaining the old brick building on the site as per the revised plans.  Mr 

Clarke-Adams felt that the retention of this old building was detrimental to the look of 

the site and could not understand why the Football Club were not happy to accept a 

much more favourable and modern design suggested by the Sidlesham Community 

Association.  Following his very emotive argument he asked for a show of hands to 

support his argument and we were amazed at the support he received. 

 

My question to you is, what do you want?  Do you want the SCA to continue with its 

original plan and erect a community hall and multi sports facility from a blank canvas, 

or do you wish to consider a revised plan which includes the renovation of the old 

brick building?  A copy of the revised plan was circulated to the public. 

12 people voted for a new build with 1 voting for the brick building to remain. 

Richard Clark Adams responded from the floor and reiterated many of the points he 

had made at the recent Parish Meeting.  At the SCA AGM in 2015 90% of those 

present voted for a completely new build, and he could not explain why the Football 

Club wanted to keep the existing brick building, which in his opinion as a building 

surveyor with some 28 years of experience, would require continued maintenance 

and would not look good.  He considered that Sidlesham deserved better, and 

pointed out that other villages had better facilities.   The revised plan had been 

drawn up to comply with the Football Club’s demand to keep the brick building and 

he was not prepared to accept this ‘Blob’.  He asked the audience to consider the 

first impressions of visitors to the site and considered the revised proposal second 

rate.  Other villages have a village plan; Sidlesham does not have a village plan and 



he urged the audience to support a completely new building which would say 

something for Sidlesham. 

Adrian Harland responded by saying that the PC did not have an AGM, but had 

recently had an Annual Parish Meeting, which was quite different.   

 

Funding 

The Chairman reported that the SCA are still working with Louise Beaton on a 

consultancy basis, Louise has left AiRS but is working in conjunction with village 

SOS who assist local organisations with all aspects of the community. 

Louise has told us that there is a fund called Reaching Communities (Lottery 

Funded) which can give up to £500,000 in certain circumstances – we meet all the 

criteria for that fund and we are the only village in West Sussex that does so as we 

are in the ‘Deprived Area’ category. 

An additional source of Funding could be a PBWL (Public Building and Works Loan) 

negotiated through the Parish Council. 

The implications of this would be that the village precept would have to increase in 

order to repay the interest. The capital would have to be repaid over a period of 50 

years. 

 An assumption has been made that whatever funds we accumulate we shall have a 

need to borrow in order to complete this project. We do not know at this stage what 

the overall cost will be but assuming that we shall need to borrow £600,000 from the 

Public Works Loan Board. The interest costs will be dependent on the point at which 

we enter into a contract to borrow.  

£600,000 @ 4.5% interest = £27,000 interest p.a.   

As there are about 2,400 residents listed in the last census, then it would cost about 

£11.25 per head per annum in interest costs alone. 

 If we were to assume that there are 2.7 residents per household, then the cost 

would be about £30 per household although in terms of the current precept I pay 

£71.37 p.a. for band ‘G’ towards Sidlesham tax, so the increase would be quite 

large. 

 From a positive position, I pay a total of £2,575.72 for band ‘G’ so adding (say) £30 

would increase my TOTAL bill by 1.1%. 

In view of the figures I have just quoted how many now would be in favour of a 

complete new building?   

8 people voted for the complete new build with no votes for the revised plan. 

 

Formal closure of the Trust Deed was agreed by the Trustees on the 2nd June 

2016. 

 

Adoption of the CIO was unanimously agreed by those present. 

 



Treasurer’s Report 

SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th APRIL 2016 

Income and Expenditure Account 

Income                                                          2016                 2015 

Grants                                                                           -                    500     

Donations                                                                  232                   600 

Donation for Sidlesham Festival                                281                      -         

Grant from Baker’s Solar Farm                                     -                10,000     

Fund raising                                                               557                       - 

                                                                            -----------              ---------- 

                                                                              £1,070            £11,100       

Expenditure 

Website                                                                        30                     74             

Printing                                                                         25                   100 

Consultancy                                                            3,482                   570 

Donations                                                                   130                       - 

                                                                             -----------            ----------- 

                                                                               £3,667                £744 

 

Excess of Income over Expenditure     £(2,597)        £10,356 

 

Asset 

Bank Account                                             £7,759         £10,356 

Accounts prepared by David Campbell-James Hon Treasurer 

 

Questions from the Floor 

q) Alison Lewis-Smith asked if anything could be done to prevent traffic speeding; 

damage had been done to their garage in Highleigh.  

a) Richard Hall, who is Chairman of STAG (Sidlesham Traffic Action Group) replied 

that Sidlesham now had a 30mph through the village and they were trying to enforce 

this by using Genesis, he explained the use of this apparatus and said they needed 

more volunteers.  At this time they do not have a Genesis location in Highleigh but 

he could apply for one.  He would like an average speed camera through the village 

which could solve speeding along the main road.  He said that he had had a meeting 

with Paul Bedford (PC) and they had walked the road through Sidlesham to identify 

where improved signage was required.  He was waiting for Paul’s report on this.     

William Lewis-Smith volunteered to help STAG and Richard Hall explained the 

procedure to register with an introductory test through Community Speed Watch. 

(RH gave WLS details following the meeting). 

a) Adrian Harland said that the Police had opposed 30mph for many years because 

of the difficulties in enforcing this. 

q) Tom Cook said that one of the main offenders to speeding through the village 

was the buses 



q) Gloria Jupp said she had been told that they needed to speed to maintain their 

timing, because of the delays caused by the railway crossing and the A27. 

a) Richard Hall said that he would write to Stage Coach in this respect.  

 

q) Sue Martin asked who was responsible for cutting hedges as many pavements in 

Sidlesham were difficult to walk on due to overhanging vegetation and brambles.  

a) Richard Hall said that you needed to write to the Parish Clerk, who would then 

write to the land owner and request that the hedge be clipped.  However, they could 

not enforce this. 

 

q) Gloria Jupp asked how often the Police monitored the speed as they sit in the 

most ridiculous places and the most ridiculous times.  

a) Richard Hall explained that through Genesis STAG could forward details of 

speeding cars to the Police and if a car was frequently reported they would write to 

the offender. 

a) Diana Pound said that she had a meeting with Joel Sykes who was a County 

Council Traffic Engineer and he said that there would be no significant improvement 

to the B1245 without a Village Plan and a Village Plan had to be instigated by the 

PC. 

 

q) Penelope  Clark complained about the about of litter where she lives in Keynor 

Lane.  She frequently picks up litter when she walks her dog.  However, there is a lot 

of litter that finds its way into the ditches which she cannot collect and this has a 

detrimental effect on the wildlife.  There was considerable litter where parents parked 

their cars whilst waiting for their children at the school and if seemed to be a place 

where people emptied their car ash-trays as well as other debris.  When hedges 

were cut often the debris was left on the pavement causing problems. 

a) Corina Hall said that there are a number of community spirited volunteers within 

the village who regularly pick up litter and she has gloves, bags and litter-pickers if 

anyone wanted them.  (This equipment was provided by CDC).   

a) Richard Hall said that he would write to the Primary School requesting that they 

might encourage children on this and perhaps involve parents.  Richard Clarke-

Adams said that he had a similar situation and by educating the children it had 

improved the situation.  David Draper commented that on numerous roads in the 

County litter was a big problem.  

 

q) Richard Clarke-Adams asked again if the SCA would now promote the idea of a 

new build rather than the revised plan with the ‘Blob’ in view of public opinion. 

a) Richard Hall said that the matter would be discussed at a future SCA meeting. 

 

Meeting Closed at 9.00pm 

 


