
 
MINUTES  OF  THE  OPEN  MEETING OF  THE  SIDLESHAM  COMMUNITY  
ASSOCIATION  HELD IN  THE  CHURCH HALL  ON THE  16TH  MARCH  AT  
7.00P.M. 
 
Apologies for absence. 
Yvonne Clarke-Adams, Paul and Wendy Devonshire, Gill Cook, Lizzie Baily, Dan 
Baily, Norman and Louisa Robson, Mike and Anwyl Allisstone. 
 

1. Richard Hall welcomed about 55 – 60 people who were present and gave a 
brief outline of what the Association had done in the last year.  Website, 
workshops attendance, funding advice and general advice from AIR’s – 
Action in Rural sussex. 

 
2. Representatives of the Focus Groups.  Hannah Baggot of Chalder Lane, gave a 

very good presentation of the needs of younger people who have young 
children and there is no pre school in Sidlesham.  All the pre schools on the 
peninsula are full.  She had a power point presentation with the statistics from 
the 2011 census which said that Sidlesham had a population of over 2,000 at 
which Adrian Harland interrupted and said that Sidlesham was added to 
Hunston to arrive at those figures.  Hannah said that Hunston did not have a 
pre school either and was included in the list of villages whose pre schools 
were full or had no facility.  Selsey was included in Hannah’s figures and she 
was interrupted again by Mr Harland who said that Selsey did have a pre 
school which opened in the last few weeks.  Hannah agreed but said it was 
already full.  She put forward a very compelling need for a dedicated pre 
school space in a community hall in Sidlesham. 

 
3. Gloria Jupp put her thoughts forward on having a gardening group who would 

meet and exchange views and cuttings etc., have flower arranging classes and 
horticultural talks etc.  She thought she would be more successful in her 
recruiting when the sun came out. 

 
4. Una Pearce talked of the need for a comfortable, clean, warm place for board 

games and leisure pursuits, a place where a car pool for residents could 
operate from.  Bridge came up from the floor as a club for the hall. 

 
5. Diana Pound talked about drama, theatre, films, dance, music and art 

classes/clubs and said her experience with a performing arts degree was 
helpful in directing plays or teaching others how to do it.  She felt that a play 
reading group would be viable and longed for the day for a flixs in the sticks 
opportunity. 

 
6. Diana then read out a very moving statement from Lizzie Baily on the needs 

for disability groups and her own needs and that of her sister.  Space which 
was safe, big enough for wheelchairs, small room for rest and oxygen masks 
to be used if necessary.  Library, shop, café, out door space with a track round 
the recreation ground to allow her to have fresh air, safe and exciting  
wheelchair use and, most of all, to be NORMAL. 

 



7. Richard gave a comprehensive view of what the community hall would 
comprise of.  Large hall with two partitions to enable more than one group to 
be there at one time, large kitchen, toilets etc. office and dedicated space for 
pre school.  A purpose built football facility to F.A. standards. He then opened 
up the meeting which became very vociferous and positive.  Here follows the 
kind of things people thought would go well on the recreation ground. Out 
door table tennis, biking, junior sports, Beavers, Brownies, Cubs etc. 

 
8. A question on ownership of the recreation ground was asked and the assembly 

were told that they owned it, due to a Covenant giving them ownership in 
perpetuity.  This covenant obliges the ‘local authority , in our case, the Parish 
Council, to maintain the ground.  Another question came about the ownership 
of the current football club building.  As it is on land maintained by the P.C., it 
belongs to the P.C.  There followed a heated exchange between the football 
club representatives about their right to occupy a large section of the ground 
and have their own club room.   It was stated that the current building and the 
attitude of the football club were not welcoming to the community.  Dudley 
Pound was among several people who voiced a similar opinion as his which 
was why didn’t the football club ‘sell itself’ to the community.  Why were 
there no articles or invitations to encourage new membership.  Why do they 
not ‘join in’ and show us their plans and share with the community what their 
aspirations are.  Why do they not want what is offered to them on a plate – a 
brand new building.  No response.  

 
   
9. Coffee and tea were served in a pleasant atmnpsphere where views were 

avidly exchanged.  The meeting ended at 9.00p.m. 


