
MINUTES  OF  THE  SIDLESHAM  COMMUNITY  MEETING  HELD  ON  12
TH

  

FEBRUARY  AT  SAXONS,  AT  3.00P.M 

 

 

1.Apologies for Absence. 

Michael and Jackie Brooker, David Campbell-James. 

 

2. Present.  Richard and Corina Hall, Una Pearce, Gloria Jupp, Martin Mellodye 

and Diana Pound 

3. Signing and approval of the minutes of 25
th

 January. 

4. Matters Arising not on the agenda.  The proposed lease for SFC with S.P.C.  

To be discussed thoroughly on Friday 13
th

 February. 

5. Funding.  Confirmation of two grant applications – one to County Local 

Committee to cover AIRs fees, and one to Bakers Farm Solafields Community 

Grant for feasibility studies costs.  (planning permission, asbestos survey, 

architects fees etc.) 

6. Spread.  Could not publish the long letter to the P.C. regarding many points 

about which the SCA had grave concerns.  But the invitation to the open 

meeting was published and will appear again.  The committee thought that it 

should demand answers from the P.C. on the letter. 

7. Legal Advice. NALC have advice which the committee thought suited our 

needs.  It gives guidance on how to call a Parish Meeting.  Either a P.C. calls 

one, usually because of a big local topic which needs to be aired.  Or the SCA 

could call one if 6 residents on the electoral roll sign up to such a meeting and 

7 days notice or more is required on notice boards.  The chair of this meeting 

could be the P.C. chair, or the vice chair and if neither wants to, then the 

meeting elects a chair.  The matter is discussed and a question arrived at and 

agreed by those present.  This question then goes to the vote immediately or 

the chair of the meeting goes to the returning officer of the C.D.C. (Chief 

Executive of the District Council) the next day, who then organises a formal 

vote in the Church Hall, just like a vote for the general election.  The costs fall 

on the P.C. and the outcome is normally binding.   If it is ignored by the P.C. 

the C.D.C. would have some say in this matter. 

8. The sec.had a quote for grass cutting and ploughing the Recreation ground 

from M.H. Kennedy and Sons.  Cultivate and level, re-seed with Amenity 

Grass Seed and roll.  £850 plus VAT and Tractor Mow of site.  Ride on and 

strim children’s area and boundaries £115 plus VAT. 

9. Open Meeting.  Monday 16thMarch in the Church Hal with tea and coffee.  

Agenda would be the usual to begin with and then the Chair would give an 

intro. with the covenant fully explained, focus groups would give their update, 

and then the Chair or a committee member would explain the lease and it’s 

implications.  Then the floor would be open for free debate and some kind of a 

vote on what the public present want.  No plans to show but an idea can be 

given and any comments sought. 

10. Candidates actively sought for P.C. elections.  Essential. 

11. Date of Next Meeting Monday 16
th

 March 

12. Meeting closed at 6.00p.m. 

 

 

 



 

A further meeting convened the following day to discuss the proposed lease.  There 

were so many points which were felt to be wrong, it was difficult to work through the 

17 pages.  The general feeling was that the lease was coming from the wrong 

direction.  The P.C. and the whole community by Covenant, own the land and the 

building and it should be the community saying what they want to see on the 8 acre 

site.  Not what the SFC want.  The following points were made on the lease. 

Football pitch and dug outs should be leased.  But no training on it.  This point is not 

on the lease. 

The building is uninsurable. Unacceptable risk to the public. 

‘The building should be kept as it is until funds become available and planning 

permission gained for refurbishment’.  No time scale. 

 ‘A sum of £1 rent per annum’.  A joke surely? 

If the SFC run out of funds, the P.C. pick up any bills left and any chattels left around.  

|Joke again.  This sum falls on the Parish.  Unacceptable.   

The lease is made out to Sidlesham Football Club PLC.  But no company exists. 

No community involvement. 

No right for anyone to enter the building without SFC permission. 

There is no Junior Pitch now yet it is in the lease. 

 

And so on.  The sec. to investigate other P.C.s with the same kind of amenity with a 

football club. 

 

As it seems that the P.C. want to push this through as soon as possible with indecent 

haste, the SCA need to put as much pressure as possible to stop this and will demand 

a public meeting called by the P.C. for the whole village to express it’s views on this 

important development.  If the P.C. refuses it would mean the SCA would call a 

Parish Meeting. The feeling is that this current P.C. want to finish the term with this 

lease approved.  This will then be passed on to the next P.C. who may take a very 

different view and will have no power to change it.  Unacceptable. 

 

Present.  Corina and Richard Hall, Diana and Dudley Pound, Martin Mellodye, David 

Campbell James and Una Pearce  


