
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE SIDLESHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION HELD AT 

THORVERTON  27th March 2017 at 2.00pm 

1. Present: Trustees: Richard Hall and David Campbell-James, also present were Martin Mellodey, , Diana 

Pound and Corina Hall.   

 

2. Apologies received from non trustee, Lizzie Baily and Norman Robson  

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 13th February were approved.  

 

4. Matters arising: None 

 

5. Chairman’s Report: Richard read out a letter received from Yvonne Clarke-Adams dated 24th March 

resigning as a trustee of the Sidlesham Community Association.  Richard said that he was very sorry that 

she was resigning and the committee thanked her for the work she had done and the contribution she had 

made.  There followed a discussion on the CIO status of the Sidlesham Community Association and.  

Diana was on the opinion that the sole aim of the SCA was to create a village hall.  Corina reminded her 

that the SCA had been involved in getting the Adult Gym Equipment and Diana said that she thought they 

should not have done this.  The SCA were also instrumental in the musical evening at Christmas in the 

Anchor to raise money for local charities.  Richard Hall agreed to investigate this and confirm the wording 

with the community.  If this is the case Corina asked if the wording could be amended. 

 

6. Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer confirmed that the Airs subscription had been paid. 

  

7.  Secretary. Nothing to report. 

 

8. Memorial Playing Field:  

Survey of Buildings.   Martin informed the committee that he had received a letter from David Hyland of 

CDC confirming that the PC could spend up to £750 to pay for one of the three quotations the PC had 

received to undertake an official structural survey of the foundations of the old Football Club building which 

was the balance of 106 monies not spent on the bus shelter.  There was also a further balance which the 

PC could request at a later stage. (He confirmed that Norman Robson’s technical colleague had indicated 

seven strategic points that should be investigated).  One of the quotes was given by Andy Bell, who was an 

active supporter of the Sidlesham Football Club and his quotation would not be considered as he felt that 

the survey should be carried out by an independent contractor. Although seven points had been chosen the 

independent surveyor chosen would use his own judgement to decide where to drill and make his report to 

the PC accordingly.  An original drawing of the old building produced by Tony Rowlands indicated possible 

foundation depths of 3ft with an approximate width of 1ft, but this required confirmation from an official 

independent source. 

 

There followed discussion on the proposed building plan submitted by Paul Bedford where a new roof was 

placed over the existing building. Diana Pound thought that this was the plan the PC were still hoping to 

adopt, but  Martin confirmed that this plan had been drawn up by the old Football Club when they were 

hoping to secure a 50 year lease of the building – this had not materialised and that plan was therefore 

obsolete.  Martin reported that the relationship between the new representatives of the Football Club and 

the Parish Council were far more cordial and it was agreed that the only way forward was for a new build 

with or without the use of the existing foundations and the only part of the old buildings thought to be 

useable was the brick built changing rooms.  The latest drawings from both Richard Atkinson and Paul 

Bedford were new builds but retaining the brick building.  Richard Hall confirmed that he had asked Richard 

Atkinson his opinion regarding VAT on an existing building and Richard A confirmed that the storage area 

should not be attached to the brick building as this would involve VAT at 20%; If one could use the existing 

foundations this should not incur VAT; but if the foundations were only 1 ft deep this would not be sufficient 



to use for a new build.  There followed some discussion on the plans and the fact that on the SCA plans 

there was no bar in the main hall area, only in the club area.  Martin confirmed that the Football Club had 

said that their bar takings were rather limited and more funds were raised with their burger bar.  Martin 

confirmed that any new build, whether utilising the existing foundations or not, using any proposed plan, 

would be built under the ownership of the PC, and he hoped that SCA together with the Football Club and 

PC would work together on this. There was a discussion regarding how a Public Works Loan Board is 

operated and further details on this need to be confirmed. 

 

9.  Funding Updates 

Diana has completed a comprehensive paper on proposed funding for the Village Hall Project and this has 

been circulated via Tessa to the PC and the SCA.  After discussion it was agreed that the proposed public 

survey/questionnaire should follow a public meeting which needs to be held following the results of the 

foundation report because it is only after the foundation report that an accurate business plan can be 

organised.  If we had a public meeting at this time there are so many questions that would be raised that 

we would be unable to answer i.e. How much is this project going to cost?  David emphasised that prior to 

calling a public meeting, we need to have a business plan.  Martin said that he agreed a public meeting 

was necessary to ascertain what the public wanted in the way of amenities etc., in a community hall.   

Diana briefed the committee on the workshop that she and Corina had attended at Bolnore, and said that 

Bolnore and others were looking to expand on original facilities because of the usage. Corina said that 

Bolnore was a very unique situation, unlike Sidlesham and surrounding villages.  Bolnore was a village that 

had been designed from a blank sheet, a whole village with rows and rows of houses like little boxes 

around a centre playing field.  The money to build the hall was solely raised with 106 money from the sheer 

number of houses built and the complex was enormous. Loads of first time buyers, young families, they 

even had a small parade of shops to service the complex.   

Richard and Corina are now both attending the Big Lottery Fund presentation on Thursday 30th March at 

11am-12pm at Bognor Regis Town Hall.   

 

10. Future Fund Raising. – Diana is organising a ‘Rehearsed Reading called Gosforth’s Fete by Alan 

Aykbourne in the Church Hall on 27th May, she will contact Lizzie regarding posters and an article in The 

Spread and Church Magazine.  She thought that Sausage and Mash would be a suitable supper with 

possibly Strawberries and Ice Cream to follow.  Corina offered to help with the catering but said that she 

wanted to work with others and Diana will ask around for some support.   

Corina and Richard had had a meeting with Yvonne Clark Adams regarding her suggestion of a Steel Band 

but now that Yvonne is no longer involved with the SCA Corina is unwilling to take this on by herself.  

 

11. AGM – Suggested dated Thursday 22nd June at 7.30 at The Anchor. 

 

12. AOB.  Corina said that she had incurred some expenses regarding the Opening of the Adult Gym 

Equipment regarding refreshments, and although she was happy to contribute towards the coffee etc., she 

would like remuneration towards the polystyrene cups.  David said that if she presented an invoice he 

would reimburse her.  Diana offered a £1.00 towards expenses.   

 

13.  DONM:  Monday 22nd May at 6.0. at Applefield, 23 Chalk Lane.  

 


